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Urban Design defined…
òUrban Design is the art and science 

of making places for people.

It includes the way places work and how places look, 

as well as matters such as community safety.  

It concerns the connections between people and places, 
movement and urban form, (&) nature and built fabric...ó
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Urban Design of the Green Line

ÅSystem Elements

ÅStation Design

ÅPublic Art Program

Courtesy Ed  Asmus



System Elements
ÅOverhead catenary

system (OCS) poles

ÅTrackway design

ÅStations
ïShelters

ïLighting

ïRailings

ïBenches & trash cans

ïTicket vending machines

ïInformation kiosks & 
signs

ÅLandscape

ÅMaintenance facility

ÅSystem buildings

delts145

http://www.metrojacksonville.com/photos/index.php?level=picture&id=4717


Typical Station
ÅRaised platform

ïSide 336 ft x 12 ft

ïCenter 336 ft x 20 ft

ÅIncludes wheelchair 
(mini-high) platform

ÅShelters

ÅSeating and trash cans

ÅTicket vending

ÅTransit information

ÅBicycle facilities



Station Environmental Design

ÅWeather protection

ÅBike access & facilities

ÅUse of green materials



Station Environmental Design

ÅWell lit connections

ÅEasy access for persons of 

all abilities

ÅStreetscape in station area



Station Environmental Design

ÅRail & bus transfers

ÅTransit route & system 
information

ÅReduce energy through 
alternative energy sources



Station Environmental Design

ÅWell placed ticket vending, 
seating & trash cans

ÅWayfinding & facility signs

ÅSafety & security through 
CPTED



Station Environmental Design

ÅOpportunities for transit 

oriented development

ÅOpportunities for landscape

ÅOther??



Station Exercise

ÅTake six adhesive dots to wall displays.
ÅLook at the environmental design considerations .
ïMany of these issues are mandated at certain levels.  

However, some can be prioritized according to 
community preference so the Green Line stations have a 
distinctly local character.

ÅDecide which of these issues are the highest priority 
for you and place one of your dots next to each issue.

ÅWe will have 12 minutes for this exercise.

Thank you!



Public Art Program

ÅRT working with Sacramento Metropolitan Arts 
Commission (SMAC)

ÅProgram goals:
ïBuild community identity and civic pride

ïBroaden citizen understanding & day to day experience with art

ïEnhance & activate public places

ÅArt Plan:
ïWill be developed during planning phase

ïEstablishes conceptual framework for art and project schedules

ïArtists work concurrent with Station Architects during design 
phase



Sacramento Regional Transit (Zinfandel Station)

Sacramento Regional Transit Art



Sacramento Regional Transit Art



Minneapolis Metro Transit



Artist Robert Wilson

Glass brick wall at the 

street level of the Coney 

Island/Stillwell Av station

MTA Arts for Transit 

program





Metropolitan Transit Authority of NYC



PanyaClark, Bayviewstation 

Toronto, Canada



Janet Zweig, Prince Street Station, NYC



Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority



Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority



Artist James Garvey

òLariat Seat Loopsó

Brass loops around 

several columns 

provide seating areas 

along the platform.

New York City Transit



Metropolitan Transit

Authority of NYC





Dan Corson

Beacon Hill Tunnel Station, Seattle 

WA. 

Sound Transit of Central Puget 

Sound

Second deepest light rail tunnel in 

N. America.  Forms inspired by 

diatoms, deep sea creatures.





Jim Hirschfield and Sonya Ishii
George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Houston, TX



Artist Dan Corson

Support columns are articulated 

with shimmering Mylar dots

http://www.corsonart.com/gallery/album44/shadowlines2_web


Minneapolis Metro Transit



QUESTION #1 ÅWhy do you feel public 

art is important?  Can 

you think of one or 

more public artworks 

in Sacramento or other 

places youõve lived, 

worked or traveled that 

you remember as 

unique and 

interesting?  Why? 



QUESTION #2 ÅWhat makes the 

landscape, area, place 

-- that the Green Line 

will be sited --

distinctive from other 

areas in the City and 

County of Sacramento, 

State, country, and 

world? 



QUESTION #3 }How should the artists 
for the Green Line 
project be selected? 
Should the selection 
panels include arts 
professionals, 
representatives from 
RT? The neighborhoods 
adjacent to particular 
stations, politicians, 
others?

}



QUESTION #4
}What is the purpose, mission, or 

function of public art on the Green 
Line?  For example should it:
} Identify a specific neighborhood, 
region, or something in Sacramentoõs 
history?  If so why?

}Create a place where travelers feel 
safe or relaxed?

}Activate and engage the viewer? How?

}Communicate or express something 
specific?  What and why?

}Force the viewer to consider his/her 
surroundings?

}Create an unexpected diversion or 
make the audience think or do 
something?  

} Inspire? 

}Educate?  


