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Response to Comments 
Submitted by: Zachary Miller, Assistant Branch Chief 
Real Estate Services Division – Department of General Services 
26 March 2009 
 
4-1 
 
Comment noted. Thank you for your support of the proposed project. 
 
4-2 
 
Comment is noted regarding DGS commitment to granting a future easement to allow for 
North 7th Street to be widened to four lanes, after a new SPP is constructed and 
operational. Comment regarding DGS’ concerns over the proposed future extension of 
Bannon Street through the SPP site is also noted. As noted in the DEIR on page 5.2-19 
and illustrated in Figure 5.2-5, future proposed roadways in the study area were based 
upon roadway geometrics contained in the City of Sacramento’s recently adopted 
Railyards EIR. 
 
4-3 
 
The DNA MOS-1 Project would not affect PG&E 12kV line or the associated 20-foot-
wide easement. 
 
4-4 
 
The comment expresses concern over several effects including: 

 Construction around the SPP (see response 4-5); 
 Parking impacts in the area; 
 Effects of increased traffic (see response 4-6); and  
 Possible safety issues (see response 4-7). 

 
This response discusses parking impacts in the area around the Richards Boulevard 
Station and on 7th Street between North B Street and Richards Boulevard with the City’s 
requested outside lane alignment.  
 
The determination of the significance of the parking impact is based upon the criteria 
specified in the thresholds of significance.  For this document, the threshold of 
significance for parking is based upon the practice of the City of Sacramento.  As noted 
in the DEIR on page 5.2-13, “a significant impact to parking would occur if the proposed 
project parking supply were less than the estimated parking demand.” Additionally, the 
City deems that an impact is not significant if the project is consistent with the parking 
requirements stipulated in the City Code (zoning ordinance).  Therefore, as the project is 
not required to provide parking per the City Code, the impact is determined to be “less 
than significant.”   
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For clarification purposes, the threshold of significance for parking is revised to current 
City practice (see, for example, Railyards Specific Plan, Draft Environmental Impact 
Report, August 2007, page 6.12-60): 
 

“For the purposes of this analysis, impacts to parking are considered 
significant if the project would: 
 
 Result in parking demand that exceeds the available or planned parking 

supply. However, the impact would not be significant if the project is 
consistent with the parking requirements stipulated in the City Code.” 

 
It is recognized that the Richards Boulevard Station will likely result in transit riders 
accessing the station via automobile.  Such automobiles could be accommodated via 
existing on-street parking in the station vicinity.  The demand for on-street parking is 
self-regulating; as nearby parking becomes occupied, it becomes less desirable for transit 
patrons to walk longer distances to access the station.  As noted in the DEIR (page 
5.2-19), existing on-street parking oriented to local industries and businesses can be 
readily accommodated in available private off-street lots; most on-street parking today in 
the Richards area occurs for convenience purposes. 
 
At this time, no decisions have been made by the City regarding the supply, regulation, 
and potential cost of on-street parking in the vicinity of the Richards Boulevard Station.  
A potential exists for off-street station parking, although such plans are indefinite at this 
time.  As noted in the response to 6-2, Regional Transit will coordinate with the City of 
Sacramento Parking Division regarding future parking options. 
 
The proposed project would place light rail track in the number one travel lanes on North 
7th Street between Richards Boulevard and North B Street and would not eliminate 
parking. Comments on the DEIR received from the City of Sacramento request 
modification of the proposed line to locate track in the number two travel lanes. This 
would require elimination of all parking on both sides of North 7th Street.  
 
Based on midday field reviews conducted on 3/26/09, less than half of the approximately 
69 available on-street spaces were occupied;  22 vehicles were parked on the west side, 
and 7 vehicles and 1 big rig truck were parked on the east side of North 7th Street 
between North B Street and Richards Boulevard. The subject block has 40 parking / 
loading spaces along the west curb, and 29 spaces along the east curb.   
 
Within one block of the subject block, parking is available on dirt shoulders on North B 
Street east and west of North 7th Street. There were 42 available spaces along the south 
side of North B Street west of North 7th Street, and 31 available spaces on the south side 
of North B Street east of North 7th Street. 
 
Occupancy surveys conducted in March 2009 show overall occupancy in the area is very 
low. While moving track from the number one to the number two travel lanes would 
eliminate on-street parking, adequate additional parking is available within one block. 
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The proposed project would place light rail track in the number one travel lanes on North 
7th Street between Richards Boulevard and North B Street and would not eliminate 
parking. Comments on the DEIR received from the City of Sacramento request 
modification of the proposed line to locate track in the number two travel lanes. This 
would require elimination of all parking on both sides of North 7th Street.  
 
4-5 
 
Regional Transit recognizes construction could include disruptions to the transportation 
network near the SPP, including the possibility of temporary lane closures, street 
closures, sidewalk closures, and bikeway closures.  Pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access 
may be disrupted.  Heavy vehicles may access the site and may need to be staged for 
construction.  These activities could result in degraded roadway operating conditions.   
 
Prior to beginning of construction, a construction traffic and parking management plan 
would be prepared by Regional Transit to the satisfaction of the City traffic engineer and 
subject to review by all affected agencies.  The plan would ensure that acceptable 
operating conditions on local roadways and freeway facilities are maintained.  The plan 
would include: 
 

• The number of truck trips, time, and day of street closures. 
 

• Time of day of arrival and departure of trucks. 
 

• Limitations on the size and type of trucks, provision of a staging area with 
a limitation on the number of trucks that can be waiting. 

 
• Provision of a truck circulation pattern 

 
• Provision of driveway access plan so that safe vehicular, pedestrian, and 

bicycle movements are maintained (e.g., steel plates, minimum distances 
of open trenches, and private vehicle pick up and drop off areas). 

 
• Maintain safe and efficient access routes for emergency vehicles. 

 
• Manual traffic control when necessary. 

 
• Proper advance warning and Construction posted signage concerning 

street closures. 
 

• Provisions for pedestrian safety. 
 
A copy of the construction traffic management plan would be submitted to local 
emergency response agencies and these agencies should be notified at least 14 days 
before the commencement of construction that would partially or fully obstruct roadways. 
 



4 | P a g e  
 

Per Section 3.1, Project Description of the Draft EIR, the LRT tracks from North B Street 
to Richards Boulevard would be supported by a 12 to 18-inch thick track slab.  
Excavation can be performed underneath a track slab without the need for extensive 
shoring or reconstruction of the track. 
 
4-6 
 
Transportation and Circulation are discussed in Section 5.2-1 of the DEIR. As noted in 
the DEIR on pages 5.2-15 and 5.2-22, changes in traffic distribution with the project may 
increase volumes at some study area intersections and decrease volumes at others. At 
stop-sign controlled intersections, side street delay will increase. However, the changes in 
intersection operating conditions do not exceed the standards of significance for impacts 
to intersections in the Richards Area. 
 
4-7 
 
As described on page 4.10-2 of the DNA PEIR, “security for the existing light rail system 
consists of a combination of contracted law enforcement officers, RT transit officers, and 
contract private security guards. RT maintains a fixed-term contract with both the 
Sacramento City Police Department and Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department. The 
contracts call for each department to provide officers/deputies and management personnel 
expressly dedicated to providing for the safety and security of RT’s passengers, 
employees, and facilities. These law enforcement officers work closely with local law 
enforcement to prevent and respond to crimes and to address quality-of-life issues at 
Park-and-Ride facilities, at stations, and on light rail and bus vehicles.  
 
The RT police force responds to emergency calls and patrols the transit system. Security 
forces are also contracted to be present on the RT vehicles, at stations, and in Park-and-
Ride lots to serve as a deterrent to criminal activities and to provide customer service. 
Security on light rail and bus vehicles is provided in the evenings, seven days a week. 
Currently, most of the security guards are deployed at Park-and-Ride lots and light rail 
stations.” 
 




