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Disability Impacts All of Us

2
Graphics courtesy of the 
CDC at www.cdc.gov



Percentage of Adults with Functional Disability Types
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Disabilities and Communities

4
Graphics courtesy of the 
CDC at www.cdc.gov



THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT (ADA) OF 1990
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The Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) 

of 1990

The ADA is a Civil Rights 
law known as the 

Integration Mandate

● Title I: Employment

● Title II:  Public Entities 
(Transportation, State and Local 
Government) 

● Title III: Places of Public 
Accommodations

● Title IV: Telecommunications

● Title V: Miscellaneous
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Definitions of Disability

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990

● A physical or mental impairment that 
substantially limits one or more of the 
major life activities of such individual;

● A record or history of such an impairment; 
or

● Being regarded as having such an 
impairment 

California Fair Housing and Employment 
Act (FEHA) of 1959
● A physical or mental impairment that 

substantially limits one or more of the 
major life activities of such individual;
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ADA Title II Public Entities are required to:

● Complete a self-evaluation of policies and practices governing programs, services 
and activities (completed)

● Develop a grievance procedure (completed)

● Designate a person to be responsible for overseeing Title II compliance 
(completed)

● Develop an ADA Transition Plan identifying physical modifications necessary for 
compliance (currently underway)
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ADA Transition Plan 
Minimum Requirements

1) Identify physical obstacles in the public entity's facilities that limit the 
accessibility of its programs or activities to individuals with disabilities;

2) Describe in detail the methods that will be used to make the facilities accessible;

3) Specify the schedule for taking the steps necessary to achieve compliance with 
this section and, if the time period of the transition plan is longer than one year, 
identify steps that will be taken during each year of the transition period; and

4) Indicate the official responsible for implementation of the plan.
9



ADA Transition Plan Process
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Requirement for Public Outreach

● A public entity shall provide an opportunity to interested persons, including 
individuals with disabilities or organizations representing individuals with 
disabilities, to participate in the development of the Transition Plan by 
submitting comments.

The ADA Transition Plan is a living document to be updated over time.
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Program Accessibility

§ 35.150 Existing Facilities 

○ A public entity shall operate each service, program, or activity so that the 
service, program, or activity, when viewed in its entirety, is readily 
accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities.
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Requirements - 28 CFR § 35.151 
New Construction and Alterations

(a) Design and construction. 
(1) Each facility or part of a facility constructed by, on behalf of, or for the use of a 
public entity shall be designed and constructed in such manner that the facility or 
part of the facility is readily accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities, 
if the construction was commenced after January 26, 1992.

ADA Transition Plans for existing facilities allow the City to accomplish barrier 
removal over time.
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Alterations to Pre-ADA Facilities

28 CFR § 35.151(b) Alterations.

(1) Each facility or part of a facility altered by, on behalf of, or for the use of a public 
entity in a manner that affects or could affect the usability of the facility or part of 
the facility shall, to the maximum extent feasible, be altered in such manner that 
the altered portion of the facility is readily accessible to and usable by individuals 
with disabilities, if the alteration was commenced after January 26, 1992
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Alterations to Pre-ADA Facilities 
Exception for structural impracticability

28 CFR § 35.151(2) Exception for Structural Impracticability (terrain). 

(i) Full compliance is structurally impracticable only in those rare circumstances 
when the unique characteristics of terrain prevent the incorporation of accessibility 
features.

(ii) If full compliance with this section would be structurally impracticable, 
compliance with this section is required to the extent that it is not structurally 
impracticable. In that case, any portion of the facility that can be made accessible 
shall be made accessible to the extent that it is not structurally impracticable.
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Alterations to Pre-ADA Facilities
Technical Infeasibility 

(Existing Facilities)

Compliance in an alteration is not required where it is “technically infeasible.” When 
something that has little likelihood of being accomplished because existing structural 
conditions would require removing or altering a load-bearing member that is part of 
the structural frame; existing physical or site constraints prohibit modification or 
addition of elements, spaces, or features that are in full and strict compliance with 
the minimum requirements.

Where technical infeasibility is encountered, compliance is still required to the 
maximum extent feasible.
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Governing Standards and Regulations

● New construction and alterations must comply with building code, but public areas are 
required to be accessible, regardless of construction date under Civil Rights legislation such 
as the ADA, California UnRuh Act and Disabled Persons Act.

● 1968 California Government Code §4450 

○ All buildings, structures, sidewalks, curbs, and related facilities, constructed in this state by the use of state, 
county, or municipal funds, or the funds of any political subdivision of the state shall be accessible to and usable by 
persons with disabilities.

● 1990 & 2010 ADA Standards

● California Government Code §11135 and Civil Code §51
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Applicable Model Codes

● 2010 ADA Standards (ADAS)

● California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 24, Part 2, Chapter 11B, 2022 Edition 
Citations (California Building Code)

● California Department of Transportation, California Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (CA MUTCD)
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PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY (PROW)
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Definition of PROW 

The network of streets and 
sidewalks creating public 
pedestrian access within a 
public entity’s jurisdictional 
limits.
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Physical Elements of the PROW

● Sidewalks (Pedestrian Access Route or PAR)
● Transit Stops and Transit Shelters
● Pedestrian Street Crossings (Intersections, Midblock or 

Raised)
● Pedestrian Overpasses and Underpasses
● Curb Ramps, Blended Transitions, Medians and 

Pedestrian Refuge Islands
● Pedestrian At-Grade Rail Crossings
● Roundabouts containing Pedestrian Facilities
● Pedestrian Signals and Pedestrian Pushbuttons
● Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFB), or similar 

Pedestrian Controls
● Pedestrian Signs that provide Directions, Warnings, or 

other Information within the Pedestrian Access Route
● Passenger Loading Zone

● Street Furniture, such as 
● Drinking Fountains

○ Public Toilet Facilities
○ Tables
○ Counters
○ Benches (resting space at side of bench)
○ Emergency call stations

● On-Street Parking Stalls (defined as marked or metered 
spaces)

● Parking Meters and Parking Pay Stations
● Emergency Call Stations
● Stairways and Escalators
● Guardrails at Elevation Changes
● Doors, Doorways, and Gates 
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ADA TRANSITION PLAN
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Identifying Physical Obstacles 

Using ArcGIS the City has identified the elements located within 
the PROW.
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Methodology to Achieve 
Accessibility in the PROW

● Barrier remediation methodology will be carried out primarily through two efforts: maintenance or 
alterations. 

○ Maintenance efforts to remediate will occur through maintenance or repairs of existing facilities

○ Each alteration project will identify the exact needs and remediation methods needed to address 
each situation. 

● Annual alignment of CIP work with ADA Transition Plan remediation to ensure that the CIP funding 
allocation process addresses ADA deficiencies identified in the Plan

● Implementation of the 311 app to collect information on barriers to access

● Master Plans or Other Private Development Plans
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Interim Steps During Transition Period 
Programs Affecting Accessibility Improvements

● Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Program
● Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Citizen 

Request Program
● Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
● Sidewalk Maintenance Program
● Sidewalk Inspection Program
● Property Owner – Notice to repair sidewalk, 

driveway or approach
● Property Owner – Temporary Sidewalk Repair 

Program (grinding)
● Street Resurfacing Program
● Tree Programs

● Sacramento Electric Vehicle Initiatives
● Traffic Signal Upgrades
● Shared Mobility
● Vision Zero
● Sacramento Active Streets Plans
● Transportation Priorities Plan (TPP)
● Bicycling Program 
● Pedestrian Improvement Program
● Construction Inspection & Survey Program
● Sustainability Sacramento
● Community Development
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Interim Steps During Transition Period
Project Prioritization

Project Prioritization
1. Requests for installation of a Compliant Curb Ramp or removal of a specific barrier or barriers by 

members of the class represented in the Barden Settlement Agreement, will have highest priority; 

2. After requests, priority will be given to walkways serving: (i) State and local government offices 
and facilities, (ii) important transportation corridors, (iii) places of public accommodation such as 
commercial and business zones, (iv) facilities containing employers, and (v) walkways serving 
other areas such as residential neighborhoods and undeveloped areas of the City. 

3. In all project plans, consideration will also be given to the severity of existing barriers and overall 
efficiency of project work. 

4. The City may develop its own procedures to set specific annual project plans consistent with these 
general guidelines.
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Interim Steps During Transition Period 
Annual Commitment

● The Barden Settlement Agreement, the City of Sacramento will dedicate funding in an 
amount equal to twenty percent (20%) of its Transportation Fund annually to the 
installation of Compliant Curb Ramps at intersections and to the removal of access barriers 
along the PROW. 

● The funding may be used to pay for curb ramp installation, barrier removal work, and other 
accessibility work performed at the expense of the City for the PROW. 

● Additional funding for access improvements within the PROW is provided through other 
sources such as developers, property owners, or affected Third Party Entities, such funding 
will supplement the City’s Annual Commitment.

27



Official Responsible

As part of an ADA Transition Plan, a City 
with more than 50 employees must name 
an official responsible for the barrier 
removal process as a public point of 
contact. The designated individual is 
responsible for the administration of the 
barrier remediation plan. An ADA 
Coordinator has been appointed as the 
individual currently responsible for the 
PROW Plan. 
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Grievance Procedure

http://www.cityofsacramento.org/-
/media/Corporate/Files/Public-
Works/Forms/Engineering/ADA-
Grievance-Procedure-Form.pdf
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The City’s Grievance Procedure can 
be found at the link below. 

http://www.cityofsacramento.org/-/media/Corporate/Files/Public-Works/Forms/Engineering/ADA-Grievance-Procedure-Form.pdf
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/-/media/Corporate/Files/Public-Works/Forms/Engineering/ADA-Grievance-Procedure-Form.pdf
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/-/media/Corporate/Files/Public-Works/Forms/Engineering/ADA-Grievance-Procedure-Form.pdf
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/-/media/Corporate/Files/Public-Works/Forms/Engineering/ADA-Grievance-Procedure-Form.pdf


Community Outreach Questionnaire

● The City of Sacramento is collecting information as part of the process of preparing an ADA 
Self-evaluation and ADA Transition Plan

● This questionnaire is also available online at:

● https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OutreachQuestionnaire_SacCity_ADA-TransitionPlan

● To request an alternate format please contact the City of Sacramento at (916) 808-5092 or 
email at PVulliet@cityofsacramento.gov
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OutreachQuestionnaire_SacCity_ADA-TransitionPlan


Thanks!

Contact us:

City of Sacramento
915 I St
Sacramento, CA 

cityofsacramento@cityofsacramento.org
cityofsacramento.org
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